Those persons wishing to speak on any item included on the agenda should contact the Sr.
Administrative Assistant via email at jmireles@cbwcd.org or contact the District Office at (909)
626-2711 at least two hours prior to the advertised starting time of the meeting. During the
Public Communications Section, each person’s name will be called.
The Chino Basin Water Conservation District complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act
and amendments thereto. If you require special assistance to participate in this meeting or if
you desire a copy of the Agenda in an alternate format, please contact the District’s office at
(909) 626-2711, at least 48 hours prior to the advertised starting time of the meeting.

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
Chino Basin Water Conservation District
4594 San Bernardino Street
Montclair, CA 91763
Tuesday, February 22, 2022
1:00 p.m.
AGENDA
CALL TO ORDER and FLAG SALUTE
ROLL CALL
Legislative Committee Members:

Committee Chair Marc Grupposo, Directors Gil Aldaco and
Hanif Gulmahamad.

ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO THE AGENDA
In accordance with Section 54954.2 of the Government Code (Brown Act), a two-thirds vote
(or unanimous vote if less than two-thirds are present), is required to add an item for action,
provided that there is a need to take immediate action and that the need for action came to
the attention of the agency after the agenda was posted.
PRESENTATIONS – None.
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PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS
This is the time and place for the general public to address the Legislative Committee. Due to
Brown Act requirements, action will not be taken on any issues not on the Agenda; however,
the Legislative Committee may refer comments and concerns to staff or request the item be
placed on a future agenda. In accordance with District Resolution No. 2020-05: Decorum During
Public Meetings, each speaker shall be allotted five (5) minutes of time to address the
Legislative Committee.
DISCUSSION ITEMS
1.

Legislative Report Discussion
Report by:

Elizabeth Skrzat, General Manager
Toyasha Sebbag, Administrative Services Manager

RECOMMENDATION: Review, discuss, and provide direction to staff regarding the Draft
Legislative Policy Guidebook.
ORAL REPORTS – None
CLOSED SESSION – None
ADJOURN
The Legislative Committee will adjourn to the next Regular Meeting of the Chino Basin Water
Conservation District, which will be held on, March 14, 2022, at 2:00 p.m. at District
Headquarters, located at 4594 San Bernardino Street, Montclair, CA 91763.
I, Jerry Mireles, Sr. Administrative Assistant of the Chino Basin Water Conservation District, do
hereby certify that a copy of this agenda has been posted by 5:00 p.m. February 16, 2022.

_____________________________________________
Jerry Mireles, Senior Administrative Assistant

STAFF REPORT
CHINO BASIN WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
MEETING DATE:

February 22, 2022

AGENDA ITEM: DI 1

FROM:

Elizabeth Skrzat, General Manager
Toyasha Sebbag, Administrative Services Manager

SUBJECT:

Legislative Report Discussion

ATTACHMENT(S):

1) Draft Legislative Policy Guidebook

RECOMMENDATION
Review, discuss, and provide direction to staff regarding the Draft Legislative Policy Guidebook.
FISCAL IMPACT
None.
BACKGROUND
On February 8, 2021, the Board authorized formation of a Legislative Advocacy Ad Hoc
Committee comprised of the Finance Committee to guide the District and staff in considering
legislative or regulatory proposals that are likely to have an impact on the District and to allow
for a timely response to important legislative issues. In addition, by identifying legislative
advocacy procedures, it would provide a clear direction to staff about monitoring and acting upon
bills during state and federal legislative sessions and guide the District in how to respond to
request from member organizations and local partners.
ISSUES & ANALYSIS
The California Legislature reconvened on January 3, 2022, and the 117th Congress, reconvened in
January 2022 as well. The Finance Committee first reviewed the Draft Legislative Policy
Guidebook on December 6, 2021 and requested that staff bring the item back for a detailed
discussion as part of a Legislative Committee meeting.
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Staff has compiled a draft Legislative Policy Guidebook that will aid the District in taking legislative
positions on bills. This report is focused on recent activity at the state and federal level and
interests for the 2022 legislative sessions.
State Legislation:
-

AB 377 (Rivas, D-Hollister) Water Quality: Impaired Waters
ACWA Position: Oppose
Status: Two-Year Bill
This bill sets the following goal: “All California surface waters shall be fishable,
swimmable, and drinkable by January 1, 2050. To bring all water segments into
attainment with this requirement, the state board and regional boards shall comply with
the requirements of this chapter.” “Drinkable” applies to waters subject to a regional
water quality control plan and means that the waters are drinkable to the extent required
by the regional water quality control plan. AB 377 would make drastic changes to the way
that California manages water quality. These changes would have serious financial and
logistical implications for water agencies, and it is unclear what kind of amendments could
potentially address the current concerns this bill raises

-

AB 418 (Valladares, R-Santa Clarita) Emergency Services: Grant Program
ACWA Position: Support
Status: Vetoed by Governor, October 4, 2021
This bill would have created the Community Power Resiliency Program, administered by
California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) to provide support to local governments
to improve their resiliency in managing deenergization events.

-

AB 1403 (Levine, D-Marin County) Emergency Services
ACWA Position: Favor
Status: Vetoed by Governor, October 5, 2021
This bill would expand the state definition of “sudden and severe energy shortage” to
include a “deenergization event.” A deenergization event would be defined as a planned
power outage. The expansion of this definition would qualify a deenergization event to
be declared a state and local emergency.

-

AB 1434 (Friedman, D-Glendale) Urban Water Use Objectives: Indoor Residential Water
Use
ACWA Position: Oppose
Status: Two-Year Bill
Would lower the indoor water use efficiency standards that are part of the overall water
use efficiency requirements. Specifically, it would lower the standards from 55 GPCD to
48 GPCD until January 1, 2025, from 52.5 GPCD to 47 GPCD until January 1, 2030, and
from 50 GPCD to 42 GPCD from January 1, 2030. This portion of the overall water use
efficiency legislation was specifically negotiated, and the standards were agreed to with
the condition that Department of Water Resources (DWR) would conduct a study to look
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at where GPCD stood statewide and evaluate the effects of a change in GPCD on
wastewater and recycled water. The bill as proposed clearly reneges on that deal and
would have significant consequences on the ability to achieve the overall water use
efficiency standards.
-

AB 1500 (Garcia, D-Coachella) Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought
Preparation, Flood Protection, Extreme Heat Mitigation and Workforce Development
Bond Act of 2022
ACWA Position: Support if Amended
Status: Assembly Rules Committee
This bill would place a bond measure to voters on the November 2022 ballot. If approved
by the voters, the Act would authorize the issuance of bonds in the amount of
$7,080,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance projects for
safe drinking water, wildfire prevention, drought preparation, flood protection, extreme
heat mitigation, and workforce development programs.

-

SB 52 (Dodd, D-Napa) State of Emergency: Local Emergency: Sudden and Severe Energy
Shortage: Planned Power Outage
ACWA Position: Favor
Status: Chaptered, October 6, 2021
Designates “public safety power shutoffs” by utilities to prevent wildfire as local
emergencies, making cities and counties eligible to receive federal financial assistance.

-

SB 223 (Dodd, D-Napa) Discontinuation of Residential Water Service
ACWA Position: Oppose
Status: Two-Year Bill
Existing law prohibits an urban and community water system, defined as a public water
system that supplies water to more than 200 service connections, from discontinuing
residential water service for nonpayment until a payment by a customer has been
delinquent for at least 60 days. Existing law requires an urban and community water
system to have a written policy on discontinuation of residential service for nonpayment,
including, among other things, specified options for addressing the nonpayment. Existing
law requires an urban and community water system to provide notice of that policy to
customers, as provided. This bill would require agencies to determine if they can offer
arrearage management plans to low-income customers. Agencies would determine their
ability to offer these plans based on the level of non-rate revenue they receive. Agencies
meeting that threshold would be required to provide arrearage management plans that
include debt forgiveness. Agencies with non-rate revenues would lose the ability to
determine the best use of that revenue for the community they serve.
Proposition 218, among other things, prohibits public water agencies from charging rates
that exceed the proportional costs of the service attributable to the parcel. This prevents
public water agencies from using ratepayer revenues to subsidize other ratepayers within
the same customer class because such a practice would result in some customers paying
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more than the cost of service. Some of the new requirements proposed in SB 223 would
be in direct conflict with Proposition 218.
-

SB 323 (Caballero, D-Salinas) Local Government: Water or Sewer Services: Legal Actions
ACWA Position: Support/Sponsor
Status: Chaptered, September 22, 2021
This law adds consistency to existing law by authorizing a local agency or interested
person to bring a validation action in a superior court to determine the validity of a fee or
charge for water and sewer service. If a validation action is not brought within 120 days,
parties would be barred from challenging the validity of the fee or charge. By allowing
customers to bring challenges within a reasonable — but limited — period of time, this
law balance the interests of ratepayers with those of public water and sewer agencies,
and thereby ends the piecemeal character of existing law.

-

SB 427 (Eggman, D-Stockton) Water Theft: Enhanced Penalties
ACWA Position: Support
Status: Chaptered, July 23, 2021
Previous law authorized the legislative body of a city or a county to make, by ordinance,
any violation of an ordinance subject to an administrative fine or penalty and limited the
maximum fine or penalty amounts for infractions, to $100 for the first violation, $200 for
a 2nd violation of the same ordinance within one year of the first violation, and $500 for
each additional violation of the same ordinance within one year of the first violation. This
bill now authorizes the legislative body of a local agency, as defined, that provides water
service to adopt an ordinance that prohibits water theft, as defined, subject to an
administrative fine or penalty in excess of the limitations above, as specified.
The law now requires the local agency to adopt an ordinance that sets forth the
administrative procedures governing the imposition, enforcement, collection, and
administrative review of the administrative fines or penalties for water theft and to
establish a process for granting a hardship waiver to reduce the amount of the fine, as
specified. In addition, penalties for water theft are now set as up to $1,000 for a first
offense, $2,000 for a second offense, and $5,000 for an offense beyond the second
offense.

-

SB 594 (Glazer, D-Orinda) Elections: Redistricting
ACWA Position: Support
Status: Chaptered 320, September 27, 2021
This bill changed the deadlines for redistricting occurring in 2021 and 2022 due to the
delay in the release of federal census data caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. This bill
aligned due dates for all special districts to April 17, 2022. Under previous law, the District
needed to complete its boundary division update 180 days prior to a general election, for
2022, which would have been by May 12. Other special districts, such as Community
Services Districts, were required to complete their updates by November 1 in the year
prior to a general election. However, because of the late release of the census
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information, special districts subject to the November 1, 2021, deadline were challenged
because they would not have all the census data until late September. This did not leave
much time for a thoughtful and transparent public review. And adding to this challenge
was the review/approval process through the counties. Therefore, to accommodate an
extension to the November 1 deadline and to allow counties enough time to process all
the new boundaries, a compromise was struck to require all updates be completed by
April 17, 2022. This extension is limited to 2022 in consideration of the impacts of COVID19 on the federal census.
-

SB 789 (Rubio, D-Baldwin Park) Low-Income Water Rate Assistance Program
ACWA Position: Not Yet Considered
Status: Two-Year Bill
Existing law requires the State Water Resources Control Board, by January 1, 2018, and in
collaboration with specified entities, to develop a plan for the funding and
implementation of the Low-Income Water Rate Assistance Program. Existing law
authorizes the board to consider existing rate assistance programs authorized by the
Public Utilities Commission in developing the plan and authorizes the plan to include
recommendations for other cost-effective methods of offering assistance to low-income
water customers.
This bill would require the board to administer the program, upon appropriation by the
Legislature. The bill would limit eligibility for the program to a person that is both a lowincome water customer and financially affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Federal Legislation:
-

H.R. 737 (Valadao R-CA 21st District) To extend the authorities under the Water
Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act of 2016 providing operational
flexibility, drought relief, and other benefits to the State of California
ACWA Position: Support
Status: House Natural Resources Committee
This Act may be cited as the Responsible, No-Cost Extension of Western Water
Infrastructure Improvements Act or the RENEW WIIN Act. This bill would extend
authorities under the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act of
2016 till December 31, 2036.

-

H.R. 2979 (Garamendi, D-CA) To Amend the Water Infrastructure Finance and
Innovation Act
ACWA Position: Not Yet Considered
Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment and Climate Change.
This bill would amend the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act of 2014 with
respect to final maturity date of certain loans, and for other purposes. This bill would
extend the maximum Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act loan term from
the current 35 year to up to 55 years. The loan term would only apply to projects that
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have a useful life of over 35 years – for projects with a useful life between 35 to 55 years,
the loan term would be the same as the life of the project.
-

H.R. 3293 (Rochester, D-DE and Katko, R-NY) Low-Income Water Customer Assistance
Program Act of 2021
ACWA Position: Not Yet Considered
Status: Failed in Senate (as part of H.R. 3684)
This bill would amend the Safe Drinking Water Act and the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act to establish programs to assist low-income households in maintaining access
to drinking water and wastewater services, and for other purposes. The bill would direct
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to provide technical assistance to grant
recipients and provide a report to Congress within two years of program initiation.
Municipal water systems and state would administer the programs funded by the EPA
grants. (This bill was folded into H.R. 3684 which passed the House and failed in the
Senate).

-

H.R. 3404 (Huffman, D-CA) To Provide Drought Preparedness and Improved Water
Supply Reliability to the Nation
ACWA Position: Not Yet Considered
Status: House Natural Resources – Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment
This bill is a comprehensive western water infrastructure and drought response package.
This bill includes funding for infrastructure development, improvements to technology
and data, ecosystem protection and restoration, and water job training and education.
The infrastructure development specifically would establish a process to authorize new
major storage projects to build more drought resiliency.

-

H.R. 3684 (DeFazio, D-OR-4) Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act
Status: 11/15/2021 Became Public Law No. 117-58
Among other things, Title I – Drinking Water, Sec. 50101 – 50115, provides technical
assistance and grants for emergencies affecting public water systems; drinking water
State revolving loan funds; source water petition program; assistance for small and
disadvantaged communities; reducing lead in drinking water; operational sustainability of
small public water systems; midsize and large drinking water system infrastructure
resilience and sustainability program; needs assessment for nationwide rural and urban
low-income community water assistance; rural and low-income water assistance pilot
program; lead contamination in school drinking water; Indian reservation drinking water
program; advanced drinking water technologies; cybersecurity support for public water
systems; state response to contaminants; and annual study on boil water advisories.

-

H.R. 4647 (Jared, D-CA) Water Conservation Rebate Tax Parity Act
Status: Referred to the House Committee on Ways and Means
A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the exclusion for certain
conservation subsidies to include subsidies for water conservation or efficiency measures
and stormwater management measures.
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INTRODUCTION
The Chino Basin Water Conservation District (CBWCD; District) was formed in 1949 to
help protect and preserve the Chino Groundwater Basin for the San Bernardino
County communities that rely on it as a water source. Our formal service area includes
all or part of the cities of Chino, Chino Hills, Montclair, Ontario, Fontana, Rancho
Cucamonga and Upland. The District’s goal is to work to influence legislation and
funding in Sacramento and Washington, D.C. to ensure the Chino Basin is protected
and supports a reliable, affordable and safe water supply for the San Bernardino
County communities.
The 2021-2022 Legislative Platform provides a summary of core legislative principles
to help guide the advocacy efforts for the District at the local, regional, state, and
national levels of government through both legislative and administrative means.
The Legislative Platform has been developed for the California Senate and Assembly,
and the 117th Congress, that convened on January 3, 2021, and will end on January 3,
2023.
Monthly meetings of the District’s Board of Directors provide opportunities to receive
direction from the Board on legislative and policy issues; however, there are instances
when the General Manager is not able to obtain direct Board input in a timely manner
before making policy decisions on behalf of the District. Once adopted by the District’s
Board of Directors, the Legislative Platform will provide guidance for the General
Manager so timely action may be taken consistent with the principles outlined below.
This legislative platform provides guidance to the Board President and General
Manager when they evaluate proposed legislation that may affect the District, its local
water suppliers or regional water management. Legislation that meets or fails to meet
the principles set forth in the platform may be supported or opposed accordingly.
Pending approval by the Board President and General Manager, the platform also
allows staff to act in a timely fashion in between Board meetings on issues that are
clearly within the Legislative Platform. Such actions are then reported to the Board at
the next Regular Board meeting. The 2021 - 2022 Legislative Platform is a summary of
District goals, key issues, and policy positions.
These Board-approved policies serve as the District’s official positions of support or
opposition on issues of importance. The legislative platform is a dynamic document,
which will be adopted annually and updated as needed to meet the needs of the
District.
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TAKING POSITIONS ON BILLS
1.

Staff will track bills of greatest interest to the District, particularly those that fall
within the goals and objectives identified by the Board of Directors. Staff will
monitor bills being watched by similar agencies in San Bernardino County as well
as state, federal and national agencies, and associations such as the California
Special Districts Association (CSDA), Association of California Water Agencies
(ACWA), Alliance for Water Efficiency (AWE), and American Water Works
Association (AWWA).

2. For those bills that are being tracked, where there is clear policy direction stated
in the Board-adopted legislative platform, staff can send letters in either support
or opposition.
3. When a bill does not fall within the scope of the legislative platform or is a politically
controversial issue, but if a position may be needed before the next scheduled
Board meeting, the General Manager will seek direction from the Board President.
4. All bills that are of potential interest or concern to the District are monitored by
staff, as reflected on a quarterly bill matrix provided to the Board. If any of those
measures are amended, they are re-evaluated by the Ad Hoc Legislative
Committee to determine if a formal position should be recommended for Board
consideration.
5. In the interest of transparency, the District shall provide periodic updates on
positions taken in accordance with the Legislative platform via the following
methods:
•
•
•

Provide the public with updates on the District's website www.cbwcd.org.
Update the Board of Directors quarterly at its regular Board meeting.
Track results and present to the Board on an annual basis of which bills failed
or were chaptered, in comparison to the District’s position.
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BOARD POSITIONS ON BILLS
The following represent active bill positions that may be recommended by District
staff for consideration by the District’s Board in providing guidance to the District’s
legislative advocates and staff. Once adopted by the Board of Directors, the bill
position will be communicated with the author of the legislation and may be
communicated with other legislators, legislative staff, the Administration, water
agencies, and the public.
Advocacy strategies and activities will be directed toward implementation of the
Board’s policies through advancement of the District adopted bill position.
SUPPORT: This position reflects the District’s interest to see the legislation become
law. District staff will work for passage of the bill in its present form.
SUPPORT AND SEEK AMENDMENT: This position reflects the similar level of
unconditional support for a bill as the SUPPORT position. However, this position
implies that the District would prefer specific amendments to be considered that
would improve the measure. District staff will communicate and advocate in support
of the legislation even if amendments extended by the District are not included in the
measure.
SUPPORT IF AMENDED: This is an affirmative position that suggests conditional
support for a measure, but only if it is amended to incorporate specific amendments
approved by the District Board. District staff will not advocate in support of the
legislation unless it is amended as requested by the District.
WATCH: Take no action but monitor the bill during the legislative process to see if any
amendments are added that may impact the District or its local water suppliers.
OPPOSE UNLESS AMENDED: This is a position that suggests conditional opposition
to a measure, unless it is amended to incorporate specific amendments approved by
the District Board. District staff actively work to defeat the legislation until and unless
it is amended as requested by the District. If legislation is amended as requested by
the District then staff will stop working to defeat the legislation, but will not advocate
in support of the measure unless further directed by the District Board.
OPPOSE: This position reflects the District’s interest to defeat the legislation. District
staff and legislative advocates will work for defeat of the measure in its present form
and will not pursue amendments to address the measure’s shortcomings.
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FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE GOALS
2021-2022 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE GOALS
Funding
•

Seek funding from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (the Corps), and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR).

•

Seek partnerships with other government agencies to apply for federal grant
funds.

Policy
•

Monitor proposed new legislation or amendments to bills that may impact the
District.

Outreach
•

Host virtual and in-person tours of the District and provide briefings on District
activities for Members of Congress and key staff as COVID-19 pandemic
situation permits.

•

Make sure new members of Congress (and key committee staff) are familiar
with the District and its federal goals. Also meet with chairs of committees and
key staff.

•

Continue to develop relationships with key staff at the Corps, USBR, Fish and
Wildlife Service, and EPA so they are familiar with the District, support its goals
and sees the District as a resource.

•

Work with coalitions to build support for the study of weather patterns that
affect California water supplies.

STATE LEGISLATIVE GOALS
2021-2022 STATE LEGISLATIVE GOALS
Funding
•

Seek funding for upkeep and maintenance of Montclair Basin Spillways and
recycled water infiltration.

•

Seek partnerships with other government agencies to apply for state grant
funds.

Policy
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•

Monitor proposed new legislation or amendments to bills that may impact the
District’s water resiliency.

•

Improve coordination and joint operations with other Chino Basin water
agencies.

•

Monitor the implementation of water conservation legislation.

•

Support the implementation of District Potable Reuse regulations.

Outreach
•

Host virtual and in-person tours of the District and provide briefings on District
activities for state elected officials and key staff as COVID-19 pandemic situation
permits.

•

Distinguish the District as one of four key stakeholders and sponsors of the
Chino Basin Recycled Water Groundwater Recharge Program, which is an
integral part of the CBWM Optimum Basin Management Plan. The program
was put in place to enhance water supply reliability and to improve drinking
water quality throughout the greater Chino Basin.

•

Build coalitions to support the District’s proposed legislation or positions (if the
District board approves new legislation or takes positions on bills.)

•

Provide brief updates on the District’s activities to city councils, partnering
government agencies, and other stakeholders in our sphere of influence.

POLICY DIRECTIVES
1. Oppose legislation that would forsake local control of water resources and
resist against additional burdens that may hinder District operations.
It is essential that the District maintain local control of our water resources that
have been managed in the Chino Basin for over 70 years. Efforts made in
Washington, DC or Sacramento to reduce the amount of local control or
autonomy of the District and its local groundwater management partners
should be strongly opposed. The District will work with other water districts and
water associations to lobby regulators through a coalition approach where
appropriate to mitigate state or region-wide burdens that would affect District
operations, including unfunded mandates.
2. Support legislation that adds to the reliability and security of water supplies
of the Chino Groundwater Basin.
The District obtains water to recharge the Chino Basin through the state water
project, stormwater, and recycled water. Therefore, it is inherent that these
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water supplies remain available to the District for our local uses and that federal
and state funding for sustainable water management programs that improve
sustainability, drought resiliency, and water quality is a top priority of the
District.
3. Oppose legislation that siphons the Chino Groundwater Basin’s property
tax funding base that funds local and imported water supplies.
On February 1, 2012, all redevelopment agencies in California were dissolved
and the process for unwinding their financial affairs began. Given the scope of
these agencies’ funds, assets, and financial obligations, the unwinding process
takes several years and is anticipated to be complete in 2039. Prior to their
dissolution, redevelopment agencies (RDAs) in the District’s spear of influence
received over $8.1 million in 2020 dollars of property tax revenues. When RDA’s
were dissolved, they still had outstanding debts and projects.
Successor agencies were tasked with oversight of the wind down of these
obligations. As these resolve themselves, eventually, when all debts and
projects are resolved the District’s true property tax allocation will be fully
restored. These General Fund monies are necessary for the District to construct,
operate, and maintain facilities needed now and in the future to put local and
imported water resources to optimum beneficial use. Therefore, any legislation
aimed at reapportioning these revenues away from the District should be
strongly opposed.
4. Support

legislation

promoting

water

conservation,

climate-based

landscape development, and water efficiency products, where appropriate.
Where appropriate, promote innovative research and policy that promotes
water conservation, climate-based landscape enhancements, and water
efficient products. This includes supporting key codes and standards to ensure
that the most water-efficient and cost-effective practices, products, and
technologies are recognized.
5. Oppose a water “tax” or “fee” and monitor ways in which the state will
address water affordability in the wake of COVID-19 and Executive Order N42-20.
SB 623 (2017) Water Quality: Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund,
introduced the idea of a water tax or fee on domestic water bills to fund the
state’s Human Right to Water (AB 685) that was signed by Governor Edmund
G. Brown on September 25, 2012. Now in the Water Code as Section 106.3, the
state statutorily recognizes that “every human being has the right to safe, clean,
affordable, and accessible water adequate for human consumption, cooking,
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and sanitary purposes”. The human right to water extends to all Californians,
including disadvantaged individuals and groups and communities in rural and
urban areas. On February 16, 2016, the State Water Resources Control Board
(State Board) adopted a resolution identifying the human right to water as a
top priority and core value of the State Water Board. Since inception of the
Human Right to Water, the State has yet to identify a funding source for
implementation.
6. Support and potentially work to sponsor federal legislation to remove the
taxation requirement for conservation rebates issued by water districts in
the state.
Presently, since 1992, under federal law, energy efficiency rebates are not
considered taxable income. However, water conservation rebates are not
categorized in the same manner, and rebates issued by water agencies to
customers for turf removal, replacement of high-volume toilets, or other rebate
programs are considered income and subject to tax by the IRS. The process of
completing tax forms and explaining the process to customers is lengthy and
provides a disincentive to their participation in rebate programs. The District
will watch the legislative developments and work with partner agencies to
potentially introduce language in a federal bill to amend the tax code.
7. Support external funding for new facilities or facilities improvements.
The District provides a reliable service in the areas of water capture/reuse, and
stormwater management, which often requires new facilities or improvements
to its existing facilities. Therefore, the District should maximize opportunities to
leverage external funding whenever possible to reduce the cost burdens
associated with facility construction and maintenance. Aging and deficient
infrastructure is an important issue that has been identified in numerous
industry studies, and the District should encourage lawmakers to make
available grants and fund-matching opportunities to encourage capital
investment and improvements in infrastructure to ensure reliable service.
Advocacy efforts in this area may include requesting an authority expansion for
program funding to include new arenas not traditionally undertaken at the
federal and state level.
8. Engage with the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) to
influence the ways in which SB 606 (Hertzberg) & AB 1668 (Friedman) are
implemented.
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In 2018, new landmark water conservation legislation was signed into law.
Together, AB 1668 (Friedman) and SB 606 (Hertzberg), lay out a new long-term
water conservation framework for California. This new framework is farreaching for both the urban and agricultural sectors of California and
represents a major shift in focus. Programs and initiatives are organized around
four primary goals:
(1) Use water more wisely
(2) Eliminate water waste
(3) Strengthen local drought resilience, and
(4) Improve agricultural water use efficiency and drought planning
As a vital stakeholder of the Chino Groundwater Basin, it is imperative that the
District take a wholistic approach when implementing new local programs that
meets the needs of AB 1668 and SB 606. Also, that the District be involved in
assisting the State Board to facilitate programs that impact the Chino
Groundwater Basin.
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LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION

UNITED STATES SENATE
Alex Padilla

Dianne Feinstein

UNITED STATES HOUSE
Norma Torres
(35th District)
Chino, Ontario, Montclair

Pete Aguilar
(31st District)
Rancho, Upland

Young Kim
(39th District)
Chino Hills
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CALIFORNIA STATE SENATE
Connie Leyva
(District 20)
Chino, Ontario, Montclair

Anthony Portantino
(District 25)
Upland

Rosilicie Bogh
(District 23)
Rancho Cucamonga

Josh Newman
(District 29)
Chino Hills
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CALIFORNIA STATE ASSEMBLY
Freddie Rodriguez (District 52)
Chino, Ontario, Montclair

Chris Holden (District 41)
Upland

James Ramos (District 40)
Rancho Cucamonga

Phillip Chen (District 55)
Chino Hills
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SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Paul Cook

Janice Rutherfod

Dawn Rowe

First District Supervisor

Second District Supervisor

Third District Supervisor

Curt Hagman

Joe Baca

Chairman

Fifth District Supervisor
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